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Mag the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be now and a]ways acceptab]e
in your siglﬂt, o Christ our strcmgtlﬂ and our redcmption.

tis a privilege to share some thoughts with you as you meet to pray for the ministry of
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hcaling through the work of the Ordcr of St Lukc the H‘vysician.

The Orcler of St Luke has a crucial and respected Place in the life of the churches

because it offers maturity, cxpcriencc and balance to our thcologg and Practicc of the
laging on of hands and of anointing with oil for l‘lea]ing. The Order focuses and commends
the riglﬁt use of prayer as we call on the healing graces of Go&.

| would like to focus Particularig todag on the ministrg of healing as it is offered througlﬂ this
Order, }33 way of anointing with oil. Here in this town of Cambridge the local chemist Mr.
Bogce and his father before him prepare oil for anointing using the three thousand year old
rccipc we find in the book of [T xodus, as follows:

777@ [_orc/ spoke to Moses: Ta,éc the finest 5P/'Ces: of. //27U1k/myff/7 five hundred
5/7626/5, and of swcet—smc///ng cinnamon half as muc/7) that /s, two hundred fitt / and
two hundred zflftﬂ of aromatic cane, and five hundred of cassia — measured f)ﬂ the
sanctuary shekel ~ and a hin of olive oil- and you shall make of these a sacred
anointing oil as [lzg the Pcn[umcr it shall be a /70{9 anointing oill Exoc/us 30:22-25

This recipe was esPeciang used in the consecration of holg things; but later came to be
used in the consecration of Pcop]c, inclucling ]’xig}‘l Pricsts and kings and queens. This is
where we get the word Messiah, meaning a leader who is anointed by (Godfora rogal role, a
servant of God for and with the PeoP]e. The teachings oFJesus tell us that we are both a
royal Priesthoocl, a ho!g nation and our bodies are a temPle of the Ho]y Spirit. So the
church with its new covenantal unclerstanc}ing now anoints People with oil for baptism, as
entry into a rogal Priesthoo&, for healing as reciPients of the graces of Clﬁrist and for burial

as Preparation for etemity. The most common use is for healing.



The ingredients in this reciPe are not accidental and implg the sPcciaI qua]ities that the
anointing brings.

The Mgrrh came from a bushg tree with P]um like Fruit, and a Fragrant gum. The tree
Howered Free!g and became a sgmbol of self giving love, even begonc{ the grave. Feople
were anointed with oil to prepare them for death as a sign of love. Myrrh was sometimes
associated with bitterness }Jecoming sweet, as a sign of the ’cransgorming power of the love
of (God, even over death. When David Watson, leader of the E_ng!isn Ang]ican
Charismatic chcwa], was interviewed after he had been cliagnoscd with terminal cancer, he
was asked wny he himself seemed to be sugering unto death, when he had been the
instrument of so many Peop]es Physical Iﬁealing himself. He replie& that he had received the
!aging on of hands and the anointing with oil for hcaling and that he had been healed: healed
of some memories, healed in some relationsnips, and healed in sPirit. [ ven ’chougn his bodg
was coming to an end he was about to exPericnce the greatest hea]ing of all which is to be

embraced ]:)9 the divine love for ever.

The cinnamon came from a 30’ high tree with, 5ellow white Howcrs) and a gragrant bark. ]’c
came to be associated with zeal, attitude and strengtn from C]ocl, because it had a strong
scent which had an edgc to it. Sometimes the anointing with oil for hca]inggivcs us a new
confidence and hoPe which can have a Physical effect also. Thc chemist who makes the
nolg oil here in Cambriclge sometimes uses a little more cinnamon than usual and so the oil
has quitc a distinctive scent, so different from the more gcnt]c scents of aromatherapg!
This canbe a sign that anointing with oil does convey to, as an outward and visible sign, the
inward and sPiritual gumPtion that you need to rise up and walk.

Tl‘xe calamus or sugar cane reed 31’6[&6& its scent even when crushed and came to be
associated with endurance t]ﬁrough sugering. The bruised reed could still remain stanaing
tall and retain its scent. Whatever sickness you cxpcricncc, mcnta], Phgsical or spiritual,
(odis present, bidden or not, felt or not: (Godis alwags there and the squCering is never
wasted or completelg meaningless. Sugering can always be integrated into a redemptive

purpose even if it seems senseless or cruel which it sometimes can be.

T he cassia scent in the oil comes from the bark of the cassia tree and it was associated with
the worship of (5od, with numilitg and obedience and the presence of (God. Wnen you

both use or receive anointing you are engagcd in the consecrating action of God which



conveys to you the fruits and gi{:’cs of Giod’s sPiri’c. Tl’ﬂ’s is an occasion Forgrea’c
thanksgiving, lﬁumilitg andjoy.

And so the four scents were blended in olive oil. ]n fact we get the world ‘oil’ from the word
‘olive’. The olive oil became the means or instrument by which the four scents were
combined and carried and then used. |n this way the oil is a sgmbo] of the }"‘lolg SPirit of
(God as the instrument of (God’s (Grace, the active agent which brings the fruits and ghc’cs of
the sPirit of God to us.

This brings us to the Healing of the blind man at the Pool of Siloam in Jo}m’s GOSPC]
chapter 9, verses | ’chrough 41. Jesus mixes some clag with some sPittle and sPreads the
mud on the mans eyes saying to him “(Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam” (which means
scent). ] he man went and washed and came back able to see. | ike the anointing, Jesus
uses ordinarg ingre&ients from the earth as a means, as an outward sign of (God's grace and
power. A]Cter all we are made from the dust of the earth itse”, from the clag, which is the
meaning of the word Adam. We are redeemed through immersion in water, which is our
initiation into (Christ the new Adam. So this man is being reminded through the outward
invisible sign of clay and water of the life giving and saving power which God gives him and
which cuwlightcns him iitcra”y and which calls him into a new world of insight and seeing, This
is a Parablc of hea]ing of the bo&ﬂ the mind and the sPirit all together in a holistic vision of a
new creation which is Personal to every human being and which is offered to all the world.
This transmcorming vision does not dcpcnd upon the difficulties and sin of our past, as
Jesus says in this Gospel, butis alwags an oPPortunit3 forthe glorg of (God to shine
through.

As you rededicate 3ourselves to the ministry of healing under the Principles of the Order
of St Luke the thsician, may you be anointed yourse]ves with the grace of God and the
!ight of God, so that you may be more and more instruments of hopc.



